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Current Trends 





According to the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce, the average sales price of 
new single-family houses actually sold during the first quarter of 1979 was $68,300, a $1,900 or 2.9 
percent increase over the $66,400 average price of the previous quarter. The price index of new 
single-family homes rose to 196.5 from the 1972 index of 100.0, the Census Bureau said. 


New Jersey has a new transit agency empowered to buy and operate bus lines and passenger railroads. 
Under the new law, half of the 750,000 daily bus commuters may be paying their fares to the State 
agency within three to six months. The action is designed to aid the State in coping with the energy 
crisis. New Jersey has some 7.4 million residents and nearly five million cars. 


The National Association for the Southern Poor has been awarded a $480,000 contract by the 
Department of Labor to train about 30 economically disadvantaged youths as community 
development specialists. 





HUD, Justice Sign Memo of Understanding 


HUD and the Department of Justice (DOJ) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to improve 
HUD’s administration of Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The memorandum grew out of an 
extensive review of the agency’s Title VI program summarized in a DOJ report issued in September 
1977. 


HUD has already taken a number of steps to respond to DOJ’s findings. The principal remaining steps 
call for development of a revised tenant selection assignment policy for conventional low-income public 
housing, improved racial and ethnic data collection for agency programs and a study of the resources 
necessary to strengthen HUD’s Title VI program. 


HUD Approves Loan Request for San Juan 


Loan guarantee assistance under Section 108 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 
as amended, has been approved for San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the amount of $4,650,000. The loan will 
assist the acquisition of structures located along the banks of the Martin Pena Channel and the 
acquisition of land for future redevelopment. These activities will primarily benefit low- and moderate- 
income households. 





New York Adopts Program for Better Housing 


The State of New York has adopted a series of measures designed to improve housing conditions. They 
include tenant protection, new powers for the State’s Housing Finance Agency and an expanded 
tax-abatement program for New York City. 


The tenant-protection bill protects tenants from being evicted in retaliation for complaints about 
‘‘unsafe, unhealthy or uninhabitable’’ conditions. The Housing Finance Agency can now finance 
additional residential housing projects that are assisted by Federal mortgage-insurance programs or such 
programs as the Section 8 housing-subsidy program. New York City’s tax-abatement program can now 
offer tax exemptions and abatements to landlords who make a *‘moderate rehabilitation’ in a 
substantially occupied building. 


Study Encourages Foreign Investment 


A HUD-commissioned study reports that ‘foreign investment in America’s distressed areas is needed.”’ 
The study, The /mpact of Foreign Direct Investment on U.S. Cities and Regions, was conducted by the 
Analytic Sciences Corporation of Arlington, Va. 


One finding of the study says that: ‘While much foreign investment in manufacturing is in States or 
cities with lagging economies, a significant amount of this investment is for acquisitions of healthy 
companies. Thus, less new employment is created by foreign investment in distressed areas than 
elsewhere.’” The study recommends that steps be taken to enhance the bargaining power of distressed 
areas to increase their attractiveness to foreign investors. It calls for the creation of a national broker 
service to bring together places seeking new investors with foreign corporations, and greater 
coordination of existing grants programs, such as HUD’s Urban Development Action Grant Program, 
with efforts to attract foreign investment. 


Single copies of the study are available from Marshall Kaplan, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Room 7206, 
HUD, Washington, D.C. 20410. 


Single-Persons Households Increase 





More than one-fifth of all American households iast year consisted of persons living alone, the Bureau 
of the Census reported recently. Sixty-two percent of these single-person households were maintained 
by women, but the Census report said that the proportion of households maintained by men has grown 
more rapidly since 1970 than that for women. 


The increase in single-person households has come during a period of postponement of first marriages 
and may reflect an increasing desire among young adults to seek advanced education and careers before 
marriage, the report said. 


Copies of the report, Marital Status and Living Arrangement: March 1978, Series P-20, No. 338, are 
available for $2.40 each from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. or from Commerce Department district offices in major U.S. cities. 





Rent Control Goes West 


Rent control can no longer be regarded as only an East Coast phenomenon, says the Housing Law 
Bulletin published by the National Housing Law Project. *‘It has finally become a stark reality to real 
estate interests on the West Coast, and most particularly in California’’ the Bulletin said. Noting that 20 
r more cities have enacted or are about to enact local rent control laws in the wake of Proposition 13, 
iblication gives a comprehensive summary of rent control activity in California and 


vey of jurisdictions wl ent control flourishes. 





Per Capita Growth Rate Greater Than Family Income During 1970’s 


After adjustment for inflation, per capita income of Americans rose 14 percent during the 

1970’s. . . compared with a 4 percent gain in median family income, the Census Bureau reported 
in one of two related economic publications. In the second report, important changes in the makeup of 
the poverty population during the present decade are described. 


Per capita income was $5,740 and median family income was $16,010 in 1977. The report notes that per 
capita income is affected less than median family income by changes in family structure, which have 
been pronounced during the 1970’s. Although the Census Bureau has stressed median income in the 
past as a measure of economic well-being, others have favored per capita income, the report says. Per 
capita income measures the income available per person, including adults and children. 


Both measures of real income reflect economic problems in the 1970’s but the report cites certain factors 
that have contributed to sluggish growth in median family income. 


During the post-World War II era, one of the major factors behind rising family incomes has been the 
increase in the number of earners per family. The report cites that during the 1970's the average number 
of earners ceased to grow, largely because of substantial increases in the number of families maintained 
by women with no husband present. These families tend to have fewer earners and smaller incomes than 
families maintained by men. Husband-wite families, on the other hand, continue to show real gains in 
family income as the number of earners for this segment of the population increased. By 1977, 60 
percent of the husband-wife families had two or more earners. 


The report on poverty points out that in the 1970's a substantial increase has taken place in the number of 
poor families with a female householder and no husband present. The total of such families rose to 2.6 
million tn 1977 from 1.8 million in 1969. Underlying this was an increase in the general population of 
families with a female householder. The concentration of persons below the poverty line in female 
householder families was especially evident among blacks, the report says. This group in poverty rose to 
1.2 million in 1977 from an estimated 740,000 in 1969. However, the increase was a reflection of the 
growing number of black families with a female householder rather than an increase in the incidence of 
poverty among such families. For other types of black families, the percentage below the poverty line 
actually declined from 18 to 13 percent during 1969-1977. 


The report says that in about half of all families below the poverty level, the householder did not work at 
any time during the year. Of those who did work, about 36 percent worked full time throughout the year. 
The report also points out that the 1: mber of poor families with a working householder had not changed 
significantly since 1970. This is in»... rked contrast to the decade of 1959-1969 when the number of 
families below the poverty line with working householder declined from 5.6 million to 2.7 million. 


The geographical distribution of the or has been changing, too, the report says. In 1977, only 41 
percent of the poverty population liv. 4 in the South compared with 46 percent in 1969 and about half 
were black in 1959. The South’s pro, »rtion of the poor in metropolitan areas has been rising, however, 
and by 1977 stood at 60 percent of {h: total compared with 54 percent in 1969 and only 44 percent in 
1959, 


Copies of the reports may be obtaine’ ‘rom the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Money Income in 1977 of Fai... lies and Persons in the United States, P-60, No. 118 may be 
purchased for $4.75 each and Chara: ._ristics of the Population Below The Poverty Level: 1977, P-60, 
No. 119 is available for $4.25. 


Women, Minorities Gain in Bankii © [ndustrv 


Major banks have quadrupled the nu 


r the past d agains 





Publications Available 


Rental Housing Assistance for the Poor: A Southern Analysis. . . analyzes the impact of Section 8 
(Housing Act of 1937 as amended by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974) in meeting 
the housing needs of the South. . . describes some problems encountered in its implementation and 
suggests measures that could be taken to improve its effectiveness. $4.00 plus $.75 for postage and 
handling. Available from the Southern Regional Council, 75 Marietta Street, N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 30303 
(404/522-* /64). 


Selling Property. . . helps you decide if you should use a broker or try to sell your home yourself. . . lets 
you know some costs you can expect to pay and what taxes you might owe. Free Consumer Information 
Catalog available from the Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, Colo. 81009. 


The Story of Housing. . . agood book for those who want to know more about the history of housing and 
the Nation’s urban problems. . . contains 15 chapters and an extensive bibliography. Sponsored by the 
Federal National Mortgage Association. $14.95. Available from Macmillan Publishing Company, 
New York, N.Y. 


Characteristics of New Homes Sold. . . covers the structural aspects of new residential units and offers a 
source for important data on housing characteristics including median and mean sales price, square feet of 
living space, size and cost of lot, the number of bathrooms and the type of heating systems. $5.00. 
Available from National Association of Homebuilders, Economics Division, 15th and M Streets, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20005. 


Profile of aNew Home Buyer. . . anin-depth study giving acomprehensive profile of home buyers in the 
United States. . . gives customer motivation, their reasons for buying in a particular neighborhood and 
their economic-demographic characteristics. $15.00. Available from the National Association of 
Homebuilders, Economic Division, 15th and M Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 


Published weekly by the Publications and Information Division, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Administration, U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. . . Moon Landrieu, Secretary. . . Charles Sharpe, Editor. . . Subscription rate $23.00 per year, 
domestic. . . $28.75 foreign. Address all communications regarding the subscriptions, change of address, etc. to the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. The Secretary of HUD has determined that the publication of this periodical is necessary in the 
transaction of the public business required by law of this Department. Use of funds for printing this periodical has been approved by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget through September 30, 1979. 


UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 
Public Documents Department POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
Washington, D.C. 20402 HUD-401 
Official Business 

Penalty for Private Use, $300 


FIRST-CLASS 


HUDN SERIA3008 ISSDUEO2IR 
SERIALS PROCESSING 
UNIVERSITY MICROFILNS 

HUD NEWSLETTER 300 N 2EEB RO 


October 8, 1979 b ' { 








